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1. Since | September 1951,
\ [in the area southwest of Derlin| o

ports indicating that additional troop contingents had arrived in the pre-
viously lightly occupied area of Calbe (Saale), fken, NDessau and Gittenbers in
Land Saxony—Anhelt . The reports allege the presence of a new Tk Div (300 Tks)
wiich allegedly has been transferred directly from the USSR <da .o...'- ~uo
rail points Guben, Cottbus and Fdl kenberg. Similar reports also claim that
the Tth Gds Tk Div previously stationed at Hosslau and assigned to the 3rd
Gds Macz Army has been transferred to the 3rd Shock Army and will remain in
the [heteling! [eath maneuver area indefinitely. The home station barracks

of that Div in Vie. Dessau have been renovated. 50X1-HUM

B. Ceneral Estimate of the Situation

2. | |the situation at present cnnsiderably more
serious than it was a year ago. Our own optimistic estimate that the
Russians are neither willing nor capable of commencing agpressive action
apainst Lestern Germany doss not find the endorsement of some well-inforned
analysts. Ve base our opinion on the following analysis:
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a. The usussians are not capable of gaining the areas of the Khine
estuary, the Rhine/fain trianfle, and the area arcund Vannhein and
harlsruhe without great risk to themselves oven after transfer .
of one or more divisions to the Soviet Zene. They would find
serious opposition lron 11.5., U.i. and French Divs in Lower Saxony,
Hesse and aopthern Davaria. © lioreover, the ' estzrn Allies
have greatly improved their air superiority since the fall of 1950
tugsian military tactics for centuries have Leen based on the con—
cept that the attaciker nust have an overwhelning fores. To achieve
thig, the transfer of an additional 10 to 15 Divs would be necessary.

b. e esbinate the sirength of the Soviet Zone paramilitary units (BVA
Sereitachaften) as 55,927 as of 1 Aurust 1951.% These units, how-
ever, are nelther irained nor equipped for commitment in the first
wave of attack. )

c. ‘he srmies of Foland, Czechoslova.kia, lungary, Bulgaria and Rumania
ire being modernized as quickly as posswle‘ liowever, that program
vill not te completed for at least another twelve months.

d. lleace, the Hussians would have to rely entirely on their own forces
for sodden aggressive action. It is doubtful that they have more
than 30 Nivs in the zvea of the Soviet Zone of Germany, Foland,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, hunpary and Pusaniz.

It iz our opinion, therefore, that the transfer of the additional
diviaions to the Soviet "one of Oormany is a move in the war of
nerves,and that it is desirned to discourage the inclusion of V.est
German wnits in the Furopean Army.
3. The forepolng urguments, however, are not intended to depreciate the
Tact that the lussian Armies in the Soviet Zone are maintaining a very high
state of preparedniss and are capable of & short tern» surprise attac: which
would undoubtedly e successful in the initial phases. In view of the great
~are that has been exerclsed during the last few months in the expenditure
¢f POL and armunition suvplies, it must be assuned that the Hussian units in
tie Soviet Zone have sufficicent quantities of Class I, III and V supplies for
at least two weeks of oparation.

L. A special effcrt is under way to clarify the reports of the arrival of
nevw units. waen it has besn comgleted, a new estinmate of the situnation will
be submitted.

3. Activities of Soviet Ground Forces

Se ‘ the period 1 August to 6 September 1951. There were 50X1-HUM
no major tactical exerciseg during the period. Troocp movements were discon—

tinued about L Auust. /rior to that time a total of 55,000 recruits had ar-

rived in the Zone and 14,000 veterans were returned to the Zone of the Ins-

terior. Up until the end of the period,the recruits were held at the various

winter garrisons where vhey receilved basie training. “The returnees were drawn

from the garrison houschold details, thus the combat value of field forees 50X1-HUM
was not affected by tha exchange of personnel. During August, many Germen -
persons employed by the Iusgian Aray were discharged. Accordlng to

reports, an order of General Chuikov requires the dismissal of all German
personnel in the emplcy of the Russian Army during the coming winter or early
in the spring of 1952, -
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6. A1l during Aummst and early September, general efficers and higheranking

feneral staff officers inspected troops during division field-exercises in

swmer traininpeeanps. It was also noted that the majority of vehicles as-

sirned to coibat wunits had been placed on blocks in various wooded areas.

Sometimes the wheels of the vehicles thus dead]_s: are painted vhite. Only50X1-HUM
a lirited number of vehicles are used for supply runs. Conse uently, {ield

exercises were on a limited scope. LIxceptions to tiis Iill‘-’em 50X1-HUM
noted in the - Letzling ileath where larfe-scale nanewvers with troops [rom

all branches of the service were observed, and along the ixlbe at \.ittenberg-

Allen and DRittkau-Polte where larre-scale engineering exercises were held by

units of the 8th Gds Army and the 3rd Shocik Armmy. The wnits usually operated

in strength of two Ins. The activities were confined to major bridre~building

and ferrying exercises. The areas were usually protzcted by small Inf and

armored units. 50X1-HUM

7. Upits attached and assigned to the IV Arty Corps emphasized fire control
and aerial observation in their firing practice at Altengrabow. bal-
loons as well as planes were used for ctservation. At all ranges,small air
forece detachments were observed operating with the Arty units. OSmall anti-
aircraft units practiced at the lericx Peninsula range. They were generally
on the range for only four or five days.

8., The 207th Rifle Div and the 12th Gds T% Div remained in their respective
rarrisons at Stendal and Heuruppin where they held small field exercises.
Troops of the 9th Tk Div in ileustrelitz remained in the training area at
Huritz-See. The 33rd Gds Inf Rgt moved from Pasewalk to nritz-See during
August.

9. Transports passing through Tranicfurt/Oder during the last six wee'ts con-
sisted 90 perecent  of non-military items; the other 10 percent was
-pasoline and ammunition. Iight gasoline -8 exported while special types of
gasoline arrived in Frankfurt and Guben from Toryslaw (western Ukraine, for-
~erly Poland). llost of the inporied gasoline went ©o air force unitss the
ar1y was supplied very sparingly. Areivel of new radio simmal equipment vas
veported repeatedly. This tends to confirm previous reports that the Lussian
Army 4n Germamy is to receive new radio signal equipment during 1951,

30. In sone instances,reports indicated an early departure from troop training
“arcas. llowever, the 3rd Shoclz Army and the 8th Gds Army were preparing for
najor manewvers involving probably both armies. If the large peneral man-
euvers should not be held this fall, it would indicate a shortage of supplies,
especially of gasoline.

1l. A peneral decrease of the preseut tension will only be indicated when the

newly arrived recruiis are assigned to conbat units, when the veterans are re-
turned to tfussia and when the troops return Yo their winter quarters.

\_L?E@___..enﬁ ‘ 50X1-HUM

*(Sjmtezric Division, OI HIGOG estimates the strength at that time as 51,000

50X1-HUM
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